
 

MARCIA J. NIELSEN, PhD, MPH 
Executive Director 

 
ANDREW ALLISON, PhD 

Deputy Director 
 

SCOTT BRUNNER 
Chief Financial Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                                                     

Agency Website:  www.khpa.ks.gov  
Address: Rm. 900-N, Landon Building, 900 SW Jackson Street, Topeka, KS 66612-1220 

 
Medicaid and HealthWave:    State Employee Health     State Self Insurance Fund: 
Phone: 785-296-3981    Benefits and Plan Purchasing:    Phone: 785-296-2364 
Fax: 785-296-4813        Phone: 785-296-6280    Fax: 785-296-6995 
      Fax: 785-368-7180 

State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) 
 
What is the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP-Title XXI)? 
 
SCHIP, also known as Title XXI, was implemented in Kansas in 1999.  SCHIP provides health care coverage for 
low-income children in families with incomes up to 200% of the federal poverty level who are not Medicaid-
eligible.  It is a federal-state partnership program. 
 
Who is eligible for SCHIP in Kansas? 
 
Kansas provides free or low-cost health insurance coverage to children in this program who: 

• Are under the age of nineteen; 
• Do not qualify for Medicaid; 
• Have family incomes under the 200% of the FPL; and 
• Are not covered by state employee health insurance or other private health insurance. 

Eligibility is continuous for twelve months and re-established annually.  The family must meet all eligibility criteria 
and have paid any applicable premiums from the prior year to be re-enrolled for a new twelve-month period. 
 
How is SCHIP financed? 
 
Nearly all health care services purchased by Medicaid and HealthWave are financed through a combination of state 
funds and federal matching funds. Under SCHIP, the federal government provides approximately 72 percent of the 
cost up to a maximum allotment, and the State provides the remaining 28 percent and any excess spent above the 
federal allotment. 
 
How does SCHIP fit into the HealthWave program? 
 
In 2001, SCHIP was blended with the state’s Medicaid program into the HealthWave program to help ensure a 
seamless product.  HealthWave enables families with children who are eligible for SCHIP and Medicaid to have the 
same health plan and health provider for all family members.  The HealthWave program not only serves SCHIP-
eligible children, but also Medicaid-eligible adults and children in the Temporary Assistance to Families (TAF) and 
Poverty Level Eligible (PLE) programs. 
 
How many children are enrolled in SCHIP? 
 
As of March 2007, 34,414 children were enrolled in SCHIP.  The average cost per child per month is $140.56.  
However, this varies depending on the number of children enrolled each month, as well as variations in the 



children’s ages, service utilization and county of residence.  In FY 2006, 56,000 Kansans received services through 
the SCHIP program at a cost of $62.4 million.   
 
How can a person apply for SCHIP? 
 
An application form can be found at schools, places of worship, medical providers, www.kansashealthwave.org, or 
may be mailed to you by calling 1-800-792-4884.  The form is then mailed in along with supporting documentation 
such as wage information to the Kansas Family Medical Clearinghouse, which is responsible for processing and 
eligibility determination for both Medicaid and SCHIP.   
 
How can a person contact HealthWave, the SCHIP program? 
 
Mail:  
P.O. Box 3599, Topeka, KS, 66601 
 
Phone:  
Toll Free: 1-800-792-4884  
Topeka Area residents 368-1515  
TTY: 1-800-792-4292 
 
Fax: 
Toll Free: 1-800-498-1255 
Topeka Area residents 431-7194  
 


